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History 
Anderson Animal Shelter was incorporated as 
The Humane Society of Northern Illinois in 
1966, and is now one of the oldest animal 
welfare organizations in the Fox Valley area.

In the early 1980s, the shelter was renamed 
Anderson Animal Shelter in honor of 
benefactors, Ruth and Ivar Anderson.

An extensive building remodel in 2014 
addressed many of the building infrastructure 
issues of our aging building and focused on 
creating caging for our animals that was 
designed to reduce stress and improve our 
adoption rates.

Mission 
Improving the lives of pets and people through 
service, education and advocacy. 

Vision
Every pet happy and healthy.
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When we got the call from Happy Paws, our partner shelter in Checotah, Oklahoma, we knew we had 
to help.  The approximately four year old dachshund mix they had just received, was in bad shape.  A 
vet told them that the wounds on his head looked to have been caused by some sort of chemical burn.  
They were extensive, and he would carry the scars for the rest of his life.  

On a hot day in July, Spartacus arrived on a transport van with 37 other dogs and puppies.  The 
wounds on his head were only partially healed, and we could tell immediately, that the physical 
wounds did not account for all of his distress.  He clearly had emotional scars as well. 

Though he was friendly, his initial mistrust of new people was apparent, and, based on his past experi-
ence, justified.  He had some healing to do. 

After spending time at the home of foster volunteer 
Betty Vargas, Spartacus’ wounds finally healed suf-
ficiently for him to be ready for adoption.    Betty 
was heartbroken to see him leave, but didn’t feel 
ready at that time, to adopt him. 

Spartacus’ first adoption experience didn’t go well.  
After only 8 days, he was returned because of his 
overzealous interest in the resident cat.  Betty had a 
second chance to adopt Spartacus...and she took it!  

Spartacus has been renamed Harvey and is now liv-
ing the good life, with Betty and his canine brother 
Hollywood.  Hooray for Harvey (Spartacus)! 

Spartacus - safe at last 

Spartacus prior to transport to Anderson 

According to the shelter directors of our Oklahoma partner shelters, animal abuse and neglect in 
Oklahoma is common. Unwanted pets are everywhere and are seen as a nuisance to local resi-
dents. Oklahoma shelters are under enormous pressure to accept incoming animals even if their 
shelters are full, because of threats that animals will be drowned, poisoned or shot if they are 
turned away.    
This is one of the most compelling reasons for Anderson to partner with Oklahoma shelters.  
The staff and volunteers at these shelters work extraordinarily hard under very difficult circum-
stances, with few resources - for the animals. 
With great respect and many thanks to Kate Paris and the staff and volunteers of Happy Paws, 
Lou Hays and his volunteers and staff from Cherokee County Humane Society and all the other 
hard working folks at the other shelters with which we partner. You are the reason these ani-
mals are alive today. 

Betty and Harvey (Spartacus) 



Just like people, animals experience stress. And just like people, chronic stress in animals can lead to negative be-
haviors and increased vulnerability to illness. Because animal shelters are inherently stressful, we have designed en-
richment programs for all of our shelter animals. For dogs and puppies this includes daily playgroups with other 
dogs, chew toys during cage time and lots of one-on-one positive reinforcement training with staff and volunteers. 
The cat enrichment program too is centered around playtime with staff and volunteers as well as other cats. Since the 
introduction of these enrichment programs, we have noticed a marked improvement in both the physical and emo-
tional health of our animals. 

Animal Enrichment
Using playtime to reduce stress in the shelter

In keeping with our mission of “improving the lives of pets and people,” Anderson is proud to offer a 
robust line-up of programming for youth in the community, with the goal of developing empathy, 
kindness, awareness and compassion. 

has been running nonstop since its creation in the early 1980s.   These week long 
summer day camps for ages 6 to 10 are designed to be fun  AND educational, 

covering animal-related topics as diverse as safety around pets to the importance of spaying or neuter-
ing your pet.  In 2016, Anderson’s Critter Camps enriched the lives of 149 campers, including 21 chil-
dren through our partnership with Mooseheart Child City and School.  In 2016, we introduced a schol-
arship program, making Critter Camp accessible to more children, regardless of family income.

These two hour educational sessions are designed for groups of school-aged 
children, and include a shelter tour, a presentation, and time with the animals.  

Scout groups, school groups and other community groups can also take advantage of our shelter tour 
program.

 New in 2016, birthday parties at the shelter have become very popular!  For 
groups of up to 10 animal loving children, working with  animals can be a 

rewarding way to spend a birthday!  
Birthday parties 

Critter Camp 

Kids-n-Kritters 

Over the past two years, Anderson’s humane education program has grown significantly 
in both size and scope.  New programming is continually created to respond to changes 
in the animal welfare world and our community. 

We’re growing!   Children served in 2015:  1,822
Children served in 2016:  5,436 

Humane Education 
Creating compassionate communities one child at a time.



Bernie’s story 
Like so many other cats who wind up at the shelter, 9 
month old Bernie’s previous owner simply couldn’t keep 
him any longer.  He’s sweet, outgoing...and one of 58 
cats currently available for adoption. Sadly, at animal 
shelters all across the United States cats languish in 
cages. They are the hardest population of animals for 
shelters to re-home. When kitten season starts in the 
spring, it becomes even harder for adults and older kittens 
like Bernie to com-pete with their cuter, fluffier, more 
playful shelter-mates.   

In 2015, Anderson implemented enrichment programs for 
all of our shelter animals, believing that their emotional 
health is just as important as their physical health.  Our cats 
are housed in multi-cat colonies or in individual cages, and 
are let out of their cages to roam freely throughout the cat 
room multiple times a day, supervised by staff or volun-
teers. We utilize positive reinforcement training tech-
niques to increase decreased fearful behaviors and 
encourage interaction with people and with other cats. A 
shelter re-model in 2014 replaced outdated stainless steel 
cat caging with better designed multi-level caging that 
provides our cats with more control over their 
environment.  As a result of these changes, our cats are 
healthier and their length of stay at the shelter has 
decreased significantly. 

We know Bernie will find his forever family soon, but until 
he does, we’ll work hard to make sure he and all of our oth-
er shelter animals receive the care and attention they need 
to remain happy and healthy. 



In 2016, Anderson received 716 puppies under the age of 4 months.  Many of them arrived malnour-
ished, loaded with internal and external parasites and badly frightened.  Some came from overcrowded 
shelters in Oklahoma, southern Illinois and other areas of the country.  

In our area, we do not have a dog/puppy overpopulation problem.   The same cannot be said for other 
areas of the country, like Oklahoma, where shelters are overwhelmed with highly adoptable, but home-
less dogs and puppies who have little chance of adoption if not transported out of that area. 

Here in northern Illinois, we do have a cat overpopulation problem.  Litters of kittens are found on road-
sides, under bushes and in backyards throughout the spring, summer and fall.  In 2016, we accepted 703 
kittens under the age of 4 months, and 1,270 cats total!  By late spring, our population of cats and kittens 
swells over 250 in our care at any given time!  With room for only 60-80 at the shelter, most of the kit-
tens we receive are too ill or immature for adoption and need to be cared for in foster homes.   

Foster volunteers are provided with training and support, as well as the supplies necessary to care for 
their foster animals.  All veterinary care is provided by Anderson’s veterinary clinic.  Most 
foster animals require two-three weeks of care in a foster home before they are ready to re-
turn to the shelter for adoption.  If you feel you have room in your heart and home to foster a 
litter of kittens or an adult cat, please contact Rayann Sanchez, cat foster coordinator at (847) 
697-2880 x 37 or rsanchez@andersonanimalshelter.org.   To foster puppies or an adult dog,
contact our Maria Schau, dog foster coordinator at (847) 697-2880 x 35 or
mschau@andersonanimalshelter.org.

Fostering 
saves lives 

We 

need 

YOU! 

Transports to hope 

For more than 10 years, Anderson 
has partnered with local animal con-
trol facilities and overcrowded shel-
ters from across the country, provid-
ing hope to  animals who otherwise 
had very  little chance of adoption.   
In 2016, we accepted 2,193 trans-
ferred dogs and puppies.  Most of 
these dogs and puppies came from 
Oklahoma shelters where the trage-
dy of pet overpopulation over-
whelms local shelters and adoptive 
homes are few. 
Often, these animals arrive at the 
shelter covered with fleas and tick-
ets and loaded with internal para-
sites that challenge their already 
weak immune systems and increase 
the odds that they will become ill. 
We rely on the support of foster vol-
unteers, to care for newly 
arrived puppies until they are old 
enough and healthy enough to be 
spayed or neutered and placed up 
for adoption. 
If you feel you have room in your 
heart and home to foster a litter of 
puppies or an adult dog, please con-
tact our dog foster coordinator Ma-
ria Schau at (847)  697-2880 x 35 or 
mschau@andersonanimalshelter.org 
or (847)  697-2880 x 35.  



We all need a little 
extra help sometimes. 

They arrive at the shelter tiny and 
alone, injured or ill.  Without hope. 

But there is hope. 

Anderson’s staff and volunteers 
work miracles every day.     

In 2016 Anderson received 2,346 
sick, Injured or orphaned animals. 
More than 97% survived, to be 
adopted into forever homes. 

Spay/Neuter 
Addressing the root causes 

of pet overpopulation 

Spay/neuter is a critical part of Anderson’s 
mission and our low-cost spay/neuter clinic makes 
spay/neuter affordable for more pet owners.  

In 2016, Anderson’s veterinary staff performed 
1,952 spay/neuter surgeries. Of this total, 1,156 
were shelter animals and 796 were owned  animals 
through our public low-cost spay/neuter clinic. The 
Anderson clinic staff also performed over 200 addi-
tional surgeries on shelter animals, such as dental 
extractions, hernia repairs, and mass removals. 

Volunteers, the heart of the shelter. 
In 2016, volunteers dedicated  over 30,000 hours of service to the animals of Anderson Animal Shel-
ter.  Volunteers assist staff with animal care, fundraising events, administrative tasks.  Volunteers are truly 
the heart of Anderson Animal Shelter. 



Donation Stewardship 
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At Anderson Animal Shelter, your donation makes a difference.  We receive no government 
funding, and adoption fees cover only a fraction of the total cost of care each animal receives. 
We rely on donations from community members to help offset the cost of our life-saving  
programs.  We work hard to ensure that your donations are put to good use.   

Your donation is truly life saving.  Thank you. 

The impact your  

donation has made: 
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  Spay/Neuter Program Surgeries 85% 

10% 

Fundraising 

5% Management 

& General 

85% Programs 

Animal care , veterinary 
care, animal transport,  

education program 

10% Fundraising 
Appeals, events, publicity 

5% Management 
Administrative expenses 

2016 Statement of  
Revenue & Expenses 

Revenues 

$   980,395 
$   839,337 
$1,822,047 

$1,672,808 
$   194,434 
$   101,509 
$1,968,751 

Contributions 
Programs & Services 
Total Revenue 

Expenses 

Programs & Services 
Fundraising  
Management & General 
Total Expenses 

Net revenue   -$  146,704 

Breakdown of expenses: 
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